1.  What hours may I come visit the gravesite?


The cemetery grounds are open from sunrise to sunset seven days a week. It is unlawful to be on the property at any other time. The office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday, and Saturday by appointment only. 

 

2.  How do I get a name or a date engraved on the granite monument or bronze marker?


You may use any memorial dealer you choose or we would be happy to provide you contact information for five local monument dealers if you need assistance.  They may be contracted to inscribe or install memorial applications. Please have your lot number and section available for them. They can usually give a quote over the phone. We do not endorse any specific memorial company, and we are not liable for contracts negotiated between you and them. The authorized representative of the lot must sign all applications. 

3.  I don’t have a memorial. When should I purchase one, what can I have and where do I look for one?


When all fees are paid in full to the cemetery, you may place an order through a memorial dealer for a memorial to be placed on the grave. There are many different sections at the Gardens at Gethsemane and all have restrictions on material, size, and shape. As stated above, you may use any memorial dealer you choose. When you are ready, you may contact The Gardens at Gethsemane for contact information for five local memorial dealers if you need assistance.   Please have your lot number and section available for them. The memorial dealer will call the cemetery to verify the location and ask for the restrictions of this grave and section. Then they will send an “Application for Placement of Stone or Bronze Work” and upon cemetery approval, will proceed with the memorial. Once again, we do not endorse any specific memorial company and we are not liable for contracts negotiated between them and the lot representative. The authorized representative of the lot must sign all applications. 

4.  Are there any more costs associated with the cemetery?


At the time of service all fees must be paid in full.  These include - Interment charges (opening and closing), container charges (vault or liner), and all outstanding balances on the grave.  When and if you decide to memorialize the grave with either a flush or upright monument, there will be a per square foot charge for setting the foundation.  As of January 1st 2008, these charges vary according to the dimensions of a flush marker and $200.00 per square foot for an upright monument.  There are also additional services we provide such as seasonal planting, monument cleaning, and holiday floral tributes.

5.  My spouse was a veteran. How do I get a flag placed on the grave?


Your spouse is automatically added to a list at the Massachusetts Veterans Administration.  If the first Memorial Day comes and a flag is not placed on the grave, you may call the Grave Registration at (617) 635-5253.  Extra flags will be available at the office.

6.  When can I expect to see grass on the grave?


After service, floral tributes may remain on the grave for one to two weeks depending on their appearance.  When flowers are removed, the grave will be racked and leveled.  All graves are compacted, loamed and sodded by Memorial Day.  No sodding is done during summer months when temperatures are too hot, or in mid-winter when the grounds are frozen.  Additional sodding will be done in September and October.
7.  May I plant flowers?


Any grave with an upright monument privilege may have annual and perennials plantings the length of the monument and one foot out.  Flush marker sections may not be planted.  Flowerpots and boxes may be placed on the flush markers not to exceed the total square area of the marker.  No rosebushes, shrubs, trees, wire, or glass items are allowed on or near graves.
8.  Are there any available graves near Mom and Dad’s graves?


Most graves are sold as singles (1 grave for 2 burials) or doubles (2 graves for 4 burials).  Families often purchase graves in advance and purchase two or three gravesites at a time.  This allows family members to be buried together.  When the pre-purchased graves are all full, we can often locate new graves nearby for other family members. If you have an interest in a new grave, we suggest that you contact us right away to schedule an appointment.

9.  How will the cemetery be maintained after it is full?


Currently thirty percent of all sales revenue is allocated to the Gethsemane Cemetery Endowment Fund.  When the cemetery is full, the interest from this fund 

will be sufficient to maintain the grounds.  A Trust fund from donations and gifts has been established and will continue to be funded by tree and bench tributes in various locations in the cemetery, and from additional services specifically designed for these funds.

10.  How much does a new grave cost?

As of July 2, 2009 current grave prices are as follows:
Upright Memorial Gardens:

1 Grave – 2 Burials

Cremation Lot – 2 Burials……….……..
1500.00

East Garden……………………..……
3000.00

West Garden……………….……….……
3000.00

Garden of the Apostles                       
4000.00
Hong Ling Garden……………………...
3000.00

Sunset Garden…………………….….
2400.00

Mount of Olives………………………..
6000.00

Flush Memorial Gardens:
Cremation Lot – 2 Burials………..….…
1200.00
Single Grave – 1 Burial………..……..…
1200.00
Garden of Honor (all inclusive)
Single Veteran……………….…………..
4200.00
Veteran and Spouse………………...….
6000.00
There are other sections available throughout The Gardens.  Please contact us for a complete listing.  
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